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® Role of Emergency Medicine in National Health Policy

Across the globe, emergency physicians serve as the most highly trained experts in
emergency medicine and leaders of the emergency department teams. Emergency
physicians provide access to care on a 24/7/365 basis and always put the best interests of
our patients first. In many countries, the emergency department, and especially emergency
physicians, serve as the healthcare safety net in the various models of healthcare delivery.
Given the unique and critical role that emergency physicians play in the healthcare delivery
system, emergency physicians have unique insights into the strengths and weaknesses of
the healthcare delivery system in which we practice.

With our unique perspectives, it is critically important that emergency physicians
become strong and effective advocates for improving the healthcare system. Being an
effective advocate requires utilizing clear and well-developed strategies and tactics as part
of an overall advocacy campaign on behalf of our patients and our emergency department
team colleagues.
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